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			 Diálogos de Saberes, Investigaciones en Derecho y Ciencias Sociales is the official serialised journal from the Socio-Legal Research Center at the School of Law from the main branch of Universidad Libre in Bogotá, Colombia. The current issue completes fifty uninterrumpted editions bi-annually published. 

			Our journal is now twenty-one years old since its first publication on February 25, 1998 and it is also fourteen years old since its recognition as a National Scientific and Specialized Journal by Colciencias and its corresponding indexation to the Publindex National Bibliographic system, both achieved in the first half of 2005. Currently, Diálogo de Saberes is recognized and included in the Indexing and Summary Services -SIRES- as part of the Latindex committees’ selection from Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México -UNAM, as well as the Academic Search Complete, The Left Index, Academic Search Ultimate and Academic Source Plus by Ebsco, and it is also hosted in the Dialnet databases (University of La Rioja, Spain). 

			This journal has contributed positively to the production, dissemination and social impact of research outcomes in law and social sciences –as illustrated on its subtitle– from Universidad Libre, and public and private national and foreign universities. So far, we have published articles by academic and scientific national and foreign authors.   We have also contributed to accreditation and reaccreditation processes of the undergraduate Law program and to the creation and recognition of postgraduate programs, such as specializations, master degrees and also the Doctorate program in Law at the main branch of our University. 

			We understand research as a closely related activity to the scientific assessment of the Colombian legal and social problems as well as the search for the necessary rational and democratic solutions for socio-economic and human development and the material and spiritual well-being of Colombians. 

			Our main objective is aimed at building a true “social and democratic, independent and sovereign state” just like our founding fathers wished and battled for two hundred years ago. On August 7, 1819, they conquered National Independence, which would be subsequently consolidated in Angosturas with the issuance of the Fundamental Law of the Republic of Colombia, on December 17, 1819, by the Sovereign Congress of Venezuela and the Constitution of the Republic of Colombia of 1821, issued in Villa del Rosario, Cúcuta, on August 30, 1821 by the General Congress of the Republic of Colombia. In fact, this constitution (Matias Camargo, 2018) stated:

			Article 1. The Colombian nation is forever and irrevocably free and independent of the Spanish monarchy and any other foreign power or domination; and it is not, and never will be, the heritage of any family or person. (Pombo & Guerra, 1986, pp. 68-69). 

			This year marks the bicentennial of the National Independence and the foundation of the Republic of Colombia. We must rescue our Nation’s  founding principles, which have become increasingly damaged. We will pay our tribute and revive our national history, by dedicating issue 51 of Diálogos de Saberes (July-December) to highlighting the democratic and republican contributions, necessary to be resumed as guiding principles that are currently in force. 

			Our journal will continue to complete its academic, scientific and democratic work, consistent with the founding principles of Universidad Libre, and will also continue to encourage scientific knowledge and critical thinking.

			As a tribute to the Colombian philosopher and Latin American thinker Darío Botero Uribe, we take this opportunity to recall some of his independence and liberating messages:

			The intelligentsia internationalized colonialism so much that it must accept uncritically that what European and North American philosophers and scientists think is adequate, pertinent and lucid to interpret and solve the socio-cultural problems of our societies. […] We must be attentive to what is produced intellectually and artistically all around the world. However, we cannot assume other people’s thinking uncritically: doing so will lead us to a colonized mindset. […] We will only achieve universality inasmuch as we deepen our own being, in which we will discover the imprint of our (Latin American) culture forged in the heat of struggles, dreams, frustrations and victories. (pp. 12, 15 and 16).

			The official policies that have long been enforced by Colciencias as to classify researchers, research groups and journals are worrisome as they seem to have worsened over the course of the years. Those policies have become increasingly exclusive and elitized which simultaneously end up being detrimental to the national research, its outcomes and its corresponding social impact.

			Eduardo Sarmiento Palacio (2009), a renowned national economist, researcher, teacher and dean of the School of Economics of the Colombian School of Engineering, has already warned us on the exponential elevation of the Colciencias classification thresholds. Taking the example of the classification of the 2008 groups (an ongoing growth trend), he stated:

			We are facing a strange world in which a minority has exceptional conditions and the majority are deficient. In fact, higher education is not to blame, but the Colciencias criteria which, in order to prescribe international requirements, ended up deforming the national reality.

			The measurement and classification models of current groups and journals are more suited to international requirements, such as those of the OECD, under the pretext of “internationalization”. This leaves us in a closer position to a neo-colonial technocratic homogenization which, in turn, happens to be favorable to the group of more economically powerful countries or, in other words, to the “club of the rich.” The current policy regarding journals and contents to be published discourages both research on our national issues and search for their respective solutions as well as it is focused to external realities, rather than the internal ones.  The Colombian academy, and its respective research and outcomes must be adapted to the national interests and our needs for development and well-being, instead of imported, copied (imposed) and alien models to our reality. 

			Let us recall the Latin American José Martí’s (1972) message expressed in “Nuestra América” [“Our America”], written on January 30, 1891 in Mexico:

			Getting to know one’s country and governing it in pursuance of that knowledge is the only way to free one’s nation from tyranny. [...] Let the world be grafted onto our republics, but the trunk must be our own. And let the vanquished pedant hold his tongue, for there are no lands in which a man may take greater pride than in our long-suffering American republics (p. 20). 

			We will carry out the necessary improvement actions with the aim of raising the scientific and editorial quality and visibility of Diálogos de Saberes. It is urgent to make adjustments to face the new challenges without diverting the course. As we have been proposing for some time, the professionalization of researchers and the existence of research groups with a significant number of members, with master’s and doctorate training, with dedication to research and in approppriate, worthy, and stimulating working conditions (contractual and salary) are necessary. Reasearchers and their material and intellectual conditions are key to national research and must be approppriate to the development of their professional practice. 

			To conclude, the professionalization of a sufficient, stable and dedicated team to the demanding and complex work of preparing, editing and publishing journals is necessary, but not merely as one of the many functions of such team. Additionally, technical resources, sufficient materials and financial and collaboration, as well as improvement and sustainability policies are also necessary. 
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